
Welcome to Parent Information 
Night

 4/5/6 Highly Capable Program
2020

Highly Capable Parent Information Night

February 7,2024



Agenda

 Purpose

 Overview of the Referral and Placement Process

 Timelines

 Overview of the Hi-Cap program and services

 Break out for general questions at school table groups



Purpose

 Our district seeks to expand access to accelerated 

learning and enhanced instruction at our schools.

 Use advance equitable enrollment practices

 To look for students who are ready to engage in more 

rigorous coursework and can benefit from accelerated 

learning and enhanced instruction.



Highly Capable Students are 

defined as …

• Students who perform or show potential for 

performing at significantly advanced academic 

levels when compared with others of their age, 

experiences or environments.

• Demonstrates outstanding abilities within their 

general intellectual aptitudes, specific academic 

abilities and/or creative productivities.



Do you Know a student who?

• Thinks of unusual ways to solve challenging problems?

• Generates numerous ideas?

• Comprehends complex and abstract ideas?

• Has a keen sense of humor?

• Has insights from multiple perspectives?

• Prefers the company of intellectual peers?



Universal Screening

 Purpose of universal screening is to include students 

who may not be referred for highly capable programs 

and services.  

 Using  STAR assessments looking at 2 data points.

 Looking at 3rd grade STAR assessment data

 Students discovered during universal screening may 

need further assessment to determine whether the 

student is eligible for placement in a program for highly 

capable students.



New Referrals

• Referrals are available for all grade levels not 
being universally screened and may be submitted 
by:

• Parents

• Students 

• Teachers 

• Other staff

• Members of a community



Referral Steps 

 Complete a parent permission form for 
testing

 Parent/Guardian inventory form about your 
student 

 Student Self Inventory form/Reflections

 Turn in forms to your home school or 
district office by February 29,2024.

 



Testing

 CogAT testing will take place at  the student’s 

home school electronically during the school day.

 Testing window is March 18-26th and April 8-19 due 

to conferences and spring break.

 Parents will be notified by email of the testing date

 If your child is sick please do not send them on the day 

of testing. Make ups will be available at a later date.



CogAT Test

• Used as a data point in Highly Capable 

identification.

• Measures cognitive development of 

student’s learned reasoning ability in 3 

areas: 
o Verbal Reasoning

o Quantitative Reasoning

o Nonverbal Reasoning



Verbal Battery

 Measures Verbal Reasoning Processes

 Consists of 3 subtests:

o Verbal Analogies

o Sentence Completion

o Verbal Classification



Quantitative – CogAT

• Quantitative – Assesses abilities to reason about 

patterns and relations using concepts in 

quantitative thinking.

• Consists of 3 subtests:

o Number Analogies

o Number Puzzles

o Number Sense



Nonverbal Battery

CogAT

 Measures Reasoning process using Geometric 

Shapes and Figures

 Consists of 3 Subtests: 

o Figure Matrices

o Figure Classification

o Paper Folding



Academic Achievement Testing 

 STAR Reading and Math tests

 Academic performance at high levels of 
achievement in one or more of the following 
content areas in Reading & Math



Additional Measures



Exceptional Creativity Measures

 Demonstration of unique or outstanding creative 
products and/or unusual problem-solving ability or 
learning characteristics which indicate intellectual 
potential to perform academically at a high level.

 Parent/Guardian Student Inventory Form

 Student Self Inventory Form and Reflection

 Teacher’s Student Inventory Form



Multidisciplinary Placement 

Committee

 

 A classroom teacher with experience in teaching 
highly capable students 

 A psychologist or other qualified practitioner

 A district highly capable specialist/coordinator with 
responsibility for the district program

 School building principal



Multiple Objective Criteria
▪ Student Self-Evaluation form

▪ Parent /Guardian form 

▪ Teacher form

▪ Cognitive Ability \ Measure (CogAT)

▪ Achievement test (STAR)

▪ Placement letters will be mailed home by May 

24, 2024.



 Parents/legal guardians have the right to appeal 
the multi-disciplinary selection committee 
decision.

 Individuals must submit a completed appeal form 
or letter requesting a review of the selection 
placement decision.

 The written request must include reasons for 
appeal & any outside standardized assessment 
data that represents evidence of advanced 
cognitive or academic levels and/or outstanding 
intellectual, academic, or creative abilities.

 Appeal written request and supporting evidence 
must be submitted to the Highly Capable Program 
Specialist office by Friday, June 20, 2024.

  

Appeals Process



Highly Capable Program Offers:

• More depth, complexity and acceleration when 

appropriate in content and process.

• Emphasis on higher level thinking skills with learning 

opportunities around critical, creative and evaluative 

thinking.

• May offer project-based learning opportunities.



4/5/6 Elementary Program 
Overview

 Each student identified as Highly Capable shall be provided 
educational opportunities which takes into account the 
student’s unique needs & abilities.

 Neighborhood school -based program 

 Provides Learning opportunities which includes:

                              Depth

                              Complexity

                              Acceleration



Highly Capable Classrooms Include:

 Pre-Assessment /Formative  Assessment

 Flexible Groupings

 Open ended & Higher-level Questioning Strategies

 Compacting of Curriculum when appropriate in 
Content and Process

 Critical, Creative & Evaluative Thinking

 Interest Units/Choice Options

 Three-year rotation of Science & Social Studies units



Reading
 To encourage students to read, explore and think 

deeply about new ideas,to analyze content and to 

construct meaning to expand their horizons.

 Mini Lessons

 Literary Devices

 Book Clubs

 Word Study

 Shared Reading

 Independent Reading

 Interactive Read- Alouds



Language Arts

 Our district uses Being a Writer curriculum.

• Goal is to build a Community of Writers

• Explores multiple genres / modes of writing.  

Example: narrative, expository, argumentative, 

etc.…

• Focuses on Speaking and Listening Strategies

• Common Core State Standards Aligned



Mathematics

 Big Ideas Math curriculum for Grades 4-8

 Emphasis on conceptual understanding and 

computation

 Aligned with Common Core State Standards

 Problem solving strategies are emphasized

• Compacting of Curriculum when appropriate

• Opportunities for both enrichment , extensions 

and acceleration



Social Studies

 Learn to understand and appreciate multiple perspectives 
and cultures

 Rotating curriculum

  Washington State, Native Americans

  United States History

  Ancient World Civilizations

 Emphasis on reading Non-Fiction text

 Research projects



Middle School Honors

Current course offerings this year include:

 Language Arts

 Math placement information will be 

available in the spring.



The AP program offers students the chance to refine the 
skills necessary to succeed in college and the opportunity 
to earn college credit while in high school. Course offerings 
vary from year to year.

9th 

10th 

11/12

English/History

Honors 

English                                                                                                 

Honors English

AP World Civ

 

AP English Language

AP English Literature

AP US History

AP American Gov

AP Comparative Gov

AP World history

Science

Biology

Chemistry

AP Chemistry

AP Biology

AP Physics

AP Environmental 
Science

Math

Algebra /Geo 

Algebra/Trig 

Math Analysis 

AP Macro Economics

AP Calculus A/B, B/C

AP Statistics

AP Psychology

AP Computer Science

AP Studio Art   



Referral Process Timeline

 Parent Information Night – February 7, 2024

 Referral packets  for 4/5/6 Hi-Cap due by Feb. 29, 2024

 CogAT Testing - Emails will be sent to families for school 
testing dates. 

 April/May – Multi-disciplinary Committee meetings 
placement meetings 

 Placement letters mailed home May 24, 2024

 Appeals must be in writing and received by the Highly 
Capable office on or before Monday, June 20, 2024



Break out sessions for schools
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